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happened to he present, of a pleasure held in high esteem, and extremely practised by that luxurious nation. He told us, that the tickling of the ears was one of the most exquisite sensations known in China, and that the delight, administered to the whole frame through this organ, could, by an able and skilful tickler, be raised to whatever degree of ecstasy the patient should desire.
The company, struck with this novelty, expressed their surprise, as is usual on such occasions, first by a silly silence, and then by many silly questions. The account, too, coming from so far as China, raised both their wonder and their curiosity, much more than if it had come from any European country, and opened a larger field for pertinent questions. Among others, the gentleman was asked, whether the Chinese ears and fingers had the least resemblance to ours? to which, having answered in the affirmative, he went on thus:
" I perceive, I have excited your curiosity so much " by mentioning a custom so unknown to you here, " that I believe it will not be disagreeable, if I give "you a particular account of it.
" This pleasure, strange as it may seem to you, is in " China reckoned almost equal to any that the senses " afford. There is not an ear in the whole country "untickled; the ticklers have, in their turn, others " who tickle them, insomuch, that there is a circulation of tickling throughout that vast empire. Or " if, by chance, there be some few unhappy enough " not to find ticklers, or some ticklers clumsy enough " not to find business they comfort themselves at least " with self-titillation.